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For the purpose of this Evaluation for Investing in Children membership, I met with some 
of the young people who are working with the Newcastle Library Service. They were 
Michael, Quincy, David, Andreas and Daniel who have been meeting at the City Library 
over the last six months. The group’s purpose was to improve the service the library 
offers to children and young people and for  the group to become actively involved in the 
developmental stage of the new Library by giving their own ideas, opinions and solutions.  
 
Newcastle City Council decided in 2002 to commit to building a new public library on the 
site of the existing City Library. 
 
Newcastle City Library wanted to create a working group of young people who would 
work in partnership with Janice Hall (Access to Learning manager) and other library staff 
to develop the new children and young people’s library. The service wanted to create a 
process where there was continuous involvement of young people in the development 
and building stage of the new library. During February of this year the service 
approached Investing in Children to see if any young people were interested in getting 
involved with the Library Service. 
 
Below, the report will give evidence and describe how the young people have made 
changes to the new Library and the existing Library.  
 
Opportunities for Dialogue      
 
Bidders Presentation  
Rebecca, Natalie, Michael, Quincy and David attended a presentation by two companies 
who were proposing bids to get the contract to build the new library. This took place at 
the Civic Centre in March this year.  
 
At that stage there where two contractors, Kajiima and Information Resources, for the 
£40.2million pound contract. The young people had the opportunity to put questions to 
them during and after their presentations. The young people spoke very positively about 
the presentation.  
 
David had this to say, “We were the only young people there representing  all young 
people from across Newcastle, asking questions abou t the children and young 
people bit of the Library”  
 
Michael told me, “We spoke with the designers during the presentatio n and at the 
breaks”.  
 
Andreas said   “I felt Kajiima really listened to what we had to s ay”.   
 
 
The young people spoke openly about Kajiima’s design being the one they would like for 
the new library.  
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Quincy told me what she thought about the Information Resources design, “It was a big 
copper drum and was horrible”,  and Michael added, “I was disappointed with their 
multi media plans.”   
 
The young people were given the opportunity to debate the merits of the final two 
presentations and felt their view gave a valuable perspective of the two designs. The 
group went on to explain that they were very pleased when the Council announced that 
Kajiima would be the company who would build new the City Library.  
 
The group were also encouraged that their ideas and opinions were taken into account 
when Newcastle City Council and Library service had to make a decision regarding who 
would build the new Library.  
 
Trip to other Libraries  
Janice Hall applied for funding and received £2000 so the group could carry out some 
research. The group now plan to visit two other libraries to get some ideas for the new 
Library development. The group have decided to look at a library in Manchester which is 
for children and young people only, called the Powerhouse Library. The group are also 
planning to visit an Oldham Library which has just opened to the public. They plan to 
research the children and young people section of that Library.  

 
Dialogue and Change  
 
Design change 
Kajima’s leading design team have been meeting with the group to go through the design 
and layout of the new children and young people’s section of the library to find out what 
the group thought of their designs.  
 
Andreas spoke about the work with Kajiima, “Kajiima actively sought our views on the 
library design”.  
 
David told me, “We had meetings with lead designers to discuss our  ideas” 
 
The young people felt that their ideas and proposals to improve the Library were fully 
listened to and acted on by the Kajiima team and were pleased with the support 
Newcastle Library Service had given them in making the arrangements for them to meet 
with the lead design teams.    
 
Quincy spoke about the changes to the design, “We have changed the format and lay 
out of the design to parts of the children section” .  
 
The group felt that the younger children’s activity room was too close to the adolescent 
section and felt by moving this room the space could be increased. The change has now 
been made by Kajiima and further meetings have been set up with the team as the 
construction gets underway.  
 
Book of the Month decided by young people for young  people.    
This idea came from Daniel; unfortunately he was not there when I visited the group.  
 
However, Michael explained, “We debated about doing a book of the week or month  
and decided on monthly one”.  
 
David added “We asked friends at school and where we live about  what books they 
like”   This helped the group in selecting the Book of the Month review list. The Book of 
the Month list is now on show in the children and young people’s section of the library. 



 
 
List of Children books on CD and Audio.  
This change was the result of an idea by Michael. Michael told me, “I like listening to 
books on CD, but never know which ones are on CD”.  
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Funke, Cornelia The Thief Lord Cass 

Wilson, 
Jacqueline 

Vicky Angel CD 

Wilson, 
Jacqueline 

Buried Alive Cass 

Wilson, 
Jacqueline 

 

Cliffhanger Cass 

Rowling, JK Harry Potter and 
the Philosopher’s 

Stone 
 

CD 

Dahl, Roald 
 

BFG Cass 

Dahl, Roald 
 

Twits Cass 

Cassidy, Cathy 
 

Indigo Blue CD 

Dickens, Charles 
 

Oliver Twist Cass/ CD 

Brown, Dan 
 

Da Vinci Code CD 

Haddon, Mark The Curious 
Incident of the Dog 
in the Nightime 

Cass/CD 

 



 

 

 

 

 
There is now a list of children’s books which children can 
get on CD and Audio. This list is now in the Children’s 
and Young People’s section of the Library. The group 
also designed a sticker which they wanted to put in 
books to make the readers aware that the books are also 
available on CD and audio.    
 
Michael explained ”I still think there could be more books on CD” , but he was happy 
with the changes which have been made.  
 
This could be something that Michael might want to research with the Library service 
over the next year as the new Library is being developed.   

 
 
 
Good Read Kids sticker    
This idea came as result of the young people becoming aware of adults who use the 
library having the opportunity to review books they read.  
 
David explained “The group thought that it would be a good idea if children and young 
people could recommend a book they have read”.  
 
 
The young people have designed a sticker which now allows all 
children and young people to put in books they read, if they 
think it was a positive read. 
 
 
 
As the Library is soon to be closed to be demolished, I would like to recommend that the 
work Janice Hall and the team at the City Library be looked at as a positive participation 
framework for other Libraries in Newcastle. This might help support the application for 
Investing in Children membership with other Libraries in the City.  
 
I have spoken with the young people who are keen to support other children and young 
people and different libraries to go for Investing in Children Membership which would be 
encouraging to see. 
 
Newcastle City Library has endeavoured to create and support a working group of young 
people on the development of the new Library which has resulted in the young people 
becoming an important part of how the children and young people’s new Library takes 



shape. Whilst the developments are at an early stage it is evident that the principles of 
Investing in Children are at the heart of the partnership between the City Library and the 
young people and is an excellent start for the first library to receive Investing in Children 
membership in Newcastle.     
 
I would like to recommend that Newcastle City Library receives Investing in Children and 
look forward to further developments the young people will make with Newcastle Library 
Services over the next year.  
 
This report has been read and agreed by following young people Quincy, David, Daniel 
and Michael and all recommended that Newcastle City Library should receive Investing 
in Children membership.      
 
I would like to thank all the young people and Janice Hall for supporting myself when 
carrying out this evaluation of membership, and finish by saying thank you and well done.   
 
 
 
Rob Johnson 
Project Worker 
Investing in Children 
 
August 2006 
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Brown, Dan Da Vinci Code 
Cabot, Meg Avalon High 

Cassidy, Ann Looking for JJ 
Cassidy, Cathy Indigo Blue 

Dahl, Roald BFG 
Dahl, Roald Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
Dahl, Roald Twits 

Dickens, Charles Oliver Twist 
Funke, Cornelia The Thief Lord 

Haddon, Mark The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-Time 

Nix, Garth Sabriel 
Nix, Garth Lirael 
Nix, Garth Abhorsen 

Paolini Eragon 
Reeve, Philip Mortal Engines 
Rowling, JK Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s 

Stone 
Sachar, Louis Holes 
Singer, Nicky Feather Boy 

Thompson, Kate Only Human 
Wilson, Jacqueline Vicky Angel 
Wilson, Jacqueline Buried Alive 
Wilson, Jacqueline Best Friends 
Wilson, Jacqueline Cliffhanger 

 


